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President: John Barr   Contest Dir: Eber Graham  Equipment Manager: Major Anderson  

Vice President: Frank Corsaro  Treasurer: Bruce Aveson (acting) 

Soaring 

 
Keith Kindrick   Nov - Dec 2015

We have a new president in town! 

John Barr has graciously agreed to lead us 
into the 2016 season. John is a terrific guy 
and will always lend a helping hand. Please 
support John when he asks for your help. 
It’s our club and we all need to pitch in. Help 
keep SWSA Great! See the Field rules 
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Club Officers and Dues for 2016 

Recently Club Officers were chosen for next 
year.  At present we do not have a 
Secretary or a Treasurer.  If you would be 
willing to serve, or know someone else who 
would step forward please contact any 
board member. 

Annual Club dues renewal at $48.00 and 
are due on Dec. 1st.  Bring them to the field, 
or you can write a check and mail it.  If you 
chose mail make the check payable to 
Bruce Aveson and mail it to:  325 No. Lyall 
Ave.  West Covina, Cal. 91790 
 

3m Gnome  

I have a few more pictures of the project. 
Unfortunately they did not come with a 

summary of what is going on with the 
Harvey and Major team. I’m sure you guys 
can figure it out. 
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New from NAN Models  

Here is something new to think about for the 
2016 season. NAN Models has a new 
fuselage for their Shadow model. Shadow's 
airfoil (modified HN507) has a faster 
envelope and "prefers" (or performs better 
in) windier conditions than the X2 or X3.  
Keep looking for this new offering in 2016.  
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Tail group is completely removable. This is 
a very nice touch! 

 

 

 

 

Drone Registration Rules Are 
Announced by F.A.A 

The Federal Aviation Administration on 
Monday announced new rules that will 
require nearly all owners of remote-
controlled recreational drones to register in 
a national database, an attempt by the 
agency to address safety fears about the 
machines. Use the link below: 
https://www.faa.gov/uas/registration/ 

The F.A.A. will introduce the website for 
registration on Dec. 21; registering will be 
free for the following 30 days. After that 
period, the fee for each individual drone 
user will be $5 for a three-year certificate of 
registration. Anyone who owned a drone 
before Dec. 21 will be required to register a 
machine that weighs between half a pound 
and 55 pounds by Feb. 19, 2016.  

People who get a drone after Dec. 21, 
which includes anyone who gets a drone for 
Christmas, will be required to register before 
their first flight. There will be an option for 
owners to register by paper and the rules 
only apply to those over the age of 13, 
though children are permitted to fly under 
their parent's registration.  
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Breaking News You need to know from the SWSA Leadership Team 

 

AMA and the FAA Registration Process   

Today the FAA announced plans for a model aircraft registration process to begin next week.  AMA was a 
member of the task force that helped develop recommendations for this registration rule and argued 
throughout the process that registration makes sense at some level but only for those operating outside 
the guidance of a community-based organization or flying for commercial purposes.  

Unfortunately, the new FAA registration rule does not include our advice. The rule is counter to 
Congress's intent in the Special Rule for Model Aircraft and makes the registration process an 
unnecessary burden for all of our members who have been operating safely for decades. 

While we are disappointed with the new registration rule and still maintain that AMA members should be 
exempt from registration, the rule is being implemented over AMA objections. Therefore, we want to 
provide you with important information about the registration rule and how AMA members can comply 
with the new federal requirements:  

All aircraft that are flown using a ground control system, such as a transmitter, are required to participate. 
This includes fixed-wing aircraft, not just multirotors or drones. 

 Any pilot flying models weighing between .55 pounds (or 250 grams) and 55 lbs is required to 
register. 

 You will not be required to register every aircraft individually. You only need to register yourself 
and can affix one registration number to all your aircraft.  

 You must mark all aircraft with your registration number. The number can be inside the aircraft, 
such as a battery hatch - but should not require tools to access. 

 The FAA plans to launch the online registration website on Monday, December 21. 
 There is a $5 fee to register, which is waived if you register within the first 30 days. 
 You only need to register once every 3 years. 

We are still working out the logistics for this process. Some details are still being discussed, including: 

 We are seriously discussing with the FAA a system where your AMA number could be used as 
your federal registration number as well. At this point, this is only a proposal and details are not 
yet finalized.  

 At this time, AMA members will not automatically be registered when the registration website 
launches next week.  However, we are in conversations with the FAA about the best way to 
streamline the registration process for AMA members going forward.    

This is an ongoing process and we will continue to provide updates on the registration rule. Stay tuned to 
modelaircraft.org/gov, social media and your email for the latest news on the registration process. 

Thank you, 

AMA Government Relations and Advocacy Team
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Rules for use of SWSA Fish Canyon flying field 

1. The gate must be closed at all times per Corps of Engineers. It is not necessary to lock the gate while 
operations are being conducted but the lock should be attached to the chain to prevent its loss. 

2. The lock combination will be provided to current SWSA members only. Reset the lock to “0‐0‐0‐0” 
after each use. 

3. Membership in the AMA is required of all flyers. Introductory pilots will be allowed to fly with an 
instructor once the proper paperwork has been completed. 

4. Operations at the field are limited to daylight hours only. 

5. All use of this field is at the sole risk of each person entering the gate. 

6. Electric sport planes will normally take off and land from the northwest corner of the field, adjacent 
to the winch lines. Electric sailplanes (ALS type) may launch and land in the glider area. 

7. Electric operations will be allowed if proper precautions are employed. 

8. The glider winches will be in operation on weekends and most Holidays until 12:30 PM. This will 
allow electric flyers weekend flying access. The exception to this will be on scheduled contest days 
when the Contest Director will have control of the field. Contests are typically the  second Sunday of 
each month, plus annual SC2 contests. 

9. Electric and glider pilots will be responsible for making sure it is safe to takeoff or launch by checking 
operations in the other area. A signaling device will be used, when available, to alert others of 
takeoff or launch. 

10. Frequency control for sport flying operations with 72 MHz equipment will be by adding your labeled 
clothes pin to a frequency pole or your SWSA card to the frequency board. Guest flyers will fill out a 
card and place it on the pole or board. A frequency control box will be used during contests when 72 
MHz equipment is used by contestants along with a transmitter impound area. 

11. Parking will be along the perimeter of the field. There will be no parking in the glider approach area 
at the East end of the field, beyond the winch turn around area at the West end or next to the 
winches. All cars parked on the field are there at the driver’s risk.  

12. Gasoline or glow powered motors are not allowed on the field at any time. 

13. All AMA safety rules, with the exception of altitude limitations, will be observed. 

       14. All trash, including cigarette butts, must be removed from the field each day. If you carry it in, carry it  

            out.  

Additional rules for FPV Flyers 

1. No “buzzing” of homes, workers or live stock. 

2. No flying adjacent to or around power lines. 

3. Avoid any flying that would be a likely cause of complaint from home owners or local residents. 
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'World's fastest' 3-D printed drone 
takes flight 

Jenny Cosgrave Writer / Producer, CNBC.com 
 

What is believed to be world's first jet-
powered 3-D printed drone, capable of 
reaching speeds in excess of 150 miles per 
hour, was on display for the first time at the 
Dubai Airshow on Monday. 

The unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) is the 
most complex drone of its kind, according to 
the group, with over 80 percent of its design 
made with printed materials including metal, 
nylon and a UV-resistant thermoplastic.  

The drone weighs in at 15 kilograms and 
has a wingspan of 3 meters, according to 
Stratasys, which developed the drone with 
Aurora Flight Sciences. The 3-D printing 
firm aims to prove to the airline industry how 
this type of manufacturing can trump 
traditional methods.  

"This is a perfect demonstration of the 
unique capabilities that additive 
manufacturing can bring to aerospace," 
Stratasys' Aerospace & Defense business 
Development Manager, Scott Sevcik, told 
CNBC at the airshow. 

 
Courtesy of Stratasys 
Aurora Flight Sciences' high-speed UAV. 

 

"Overall, the technology saw us cut the 
design and build time of the aircraft by 50 
percent," he said.  

The worldwide market for 3-D printers and 
associated materials and services is set to 
reach $5.2 billion by 2015, climbing from 
$3.3 billion last year, according to data 
released by analysis firm Canalys earlier 
this year. This is a 56 percent increase I 12 
months. By 2019, the market is expected to 
boom to $20.2 billion, the group said.  

As well as unveiling the drone at this year's 
show, French plane-maker Airbus used a 
Stratasys 3-D printing system to produce 
more than 1,000 flight parts for its A350 
XWB aircraft, which was completed at the 
end of last year. 

Airbus said the printed material is flame, 
smoke, and toxicity compliant for the 
aircraft's interior and the lighter parts 
"substantially reduce production time and 
manufacturing costs."  

Rocket manufacturer United Launch 
Alliance also announced this year its plans 
to incorporate flight ready, 3-D printed 
components.  

"Whether by air, water, or on land, 
lightweight vehicles use less fuel. This 
enables companies to lower operational 
costs, as well as reduce environmental 
impact," Sevcik said 
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Yearend picture of the Flyers of the year for 
2015. Eber assures us we will all be hunted. 
Yikes! 

 

  

Let’s ALL Fly! 

That is it for this month.   

Thermals to all ~ Keith 

 

Take a look back in time during the 

golden years of sailplane design with 

STOP THAT SAILPLANE by the master 

of sailplanes Dave Thornburg.  

This is CLASSIC information located 

at the end of this newsletter.  

 
 

 
 If you have any events let me know 

 

 
 

  
  
  
  
  
 








